
Email to International Journal of Disability and Social Justice – 28th May 2020 
 
Dear Anna and Angharad, 
  
I'm getting in touch about the new journal that you've launched, with a couple of 
questions, and one suggestion. 
  
Firstly, I'm of course pleased that there will be another Disability Studies journal. I 
know that conversations and desires for a new UK based DS journal have been 
circulating for a while - indeed, I was involved in conversations a few years ago, 
before it became clear that Michele Moore was transphobic and involved 
in transphobic organisations. I know the time and effort that starting a new journal 
can take, so well done for getting this started. 
  
However, at the same time, I can't help feeling a little disappointed. Nobody 
could deny that the situation with Disability and Society has opened up a space and 
a desire for a new journal. There have been explicit calls for the creation of a new 
space since the resignations. As a trans person who has put considerable time, 
energy and effort into making others aware of the transphobia inherent to Disability 
and Society - with what has felt like risk to my own career and wellbeing - I would 
have really appreciated seeing a journal which: a) was explicit in its trans inclusive 
status; and b) acknowledged that the situation with Disability and Society had 
impacted most heavily on trans researchers, and worked towards mitigating these 
effects by, for example, giving trans people influential positions within the journal, 
such as on the executive editorial board. Given that the situation is so complex and 
transphobia so integrated into UK academia broadly at the moment, having 
significant trans presence within your editorial board would also help to gain the trust 
of trans people in the discipline generally, and your journal particularly. Just to be 
clear - I'm not writing this to suggest that I should have a place on the editorial board 
- there are plenty of trans people doing good disability studies work globally.  
 
I don't know everybody on the editorial board - perhaps some of them are trans. 
However, having spoken to other trans friends and academics, including those 
working within Disability Studies, there is nothing about the website which clearly 
indicates to us that effort has been put in here to consider and work against the 
situation that trans people have faced within Disability Studies. Indeed, particularly 
concerning to me is the statement that 'IJDSJ will sit alongside existing publications 
in the field of Disability Studies in a productive manner'. This feels like an explicit 
effort to distance the journal from campaigns to boycott Disability and Society, which 
for many of us are ongoing and still requiring considerable time and energy, because 
the problem of transphobia within Disability and Society remains. What does it mean 
to sit productively alongside Disability and Society for trans researchers within the 
discipline? Personally, I don't feel safe working with a journal that positions itself in 
this way. 
 
I'd be interested in your perspective on this and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
All the best, 
 
Jen 



Response from International Journal of Disability and Social Justice – 29th May 2020 
 
Dear Jen 
  
Thank you very much for taking time to write to us and share your thoughts on the 
new journal we have been involved in launching: The International Journal of 
Disability and Social Justice. 
  
This journal will be opposed to all forms of oppression, including that experienced by 
transgender people. It will be conscious of the pain caused by academic work that in 
any way perpetuates oppression. It will be sensitive to this in relation to the 
transgender population and all oppressed groups. 
  
The journal’s ethics statement will be posted online once the journal opens for 
submissions and authors will be requested to read and conform to it. 
  
One thing we do need to make clear is this: the IJDSJ has been just over two years 
in development. We began work on the idea for the journal before the sad situation 
with Disability & Society took place. The IJDSJ has not come into existence as a 
response or reaction to the situation with Disability & Society.  
  
The ambition of the journal has always been to be creative; to find ways to do and be 
‘differently’ as an academic journal in Disability Studies. The journal’s goals are to 
publish high quality research that contributes to the fight against social injustices. It 
will be respectful and collegiate. It will be informed by an ethic of care. We do not 
perceive positions that are anti-transgender to be compatible with these 
goals/values. 
  
With regard to our statement about the new journal sitting alongside other journals in 
the field in a productive manner: in the academic sphere, we believe ‘productive’ can 
be understood in many ways, including engaging in dialogue and critique. We also 
gently remind you that there are a number of journals in our field. We do indeed want 
the IJDSJ to sit alongside publications such as DSQ, SJDR and the Canadian 
Journal of Disability Studies, providing authors with an interesting new outlet for their 
work – one that is a little different from the existing journals, particularly with regard 
to its publishing model, but does not ‘compete’ with them. We want it to be part of the 
family of journals in our field. We were delighted that the SJDR and the Canadian 
journal have already been in touch, extending their welcome. 
  
Many thanks again for sharing your reflections. They are very helpful to us. 
  
Warm wishes 
  
Anna and Angharad 
 
 


